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Why B [He] 2s2 2p1 is ‘unambiguous’ ground  state configuration 

Experimental spectrum (states) of B 

        Only ‘one’ energy state 
(ignore 3/2 vs 1/2) 

E 

Excited states have excited 

[He] 2s1 2p2 configuration 
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Why C [He] 2s2 2p2 is ‘ambiguous’  ground  state configuration 

Experimental spectrum (states) of C 

     Ground energy state 
(ignore 0 vs 1 vs 2 ) 

     

       
Excited states with same 

[He] 2s2 2p2 configuration 
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